Cooperatives. Owned by Our Members, Committed to Our
Communities

Itisno coincidencethat co-opsshow aspecia loyalty to their communities. Asmember-
controlled enterprises, co-opsarerunlargely by the peoplewho liveand work inthe
communitiesthey serve. “ That givesthem adifferent perspectivefrom businessesowned by
distantinvestors,” said DalvinAlexander, Electric System Manager a Big Country Electric
Co-op.

Cooperativesare owned and democratically controlled by the peoplewho usetheir
sarvices. They aremotivated by serviceto their membersnot by profits. Thisgives
cooperativesan uncommon loyalty to the communitiesin which they arelocated. Community
isnot just wherewework, it'swhy wework,” said Alexander.

At atimeof increasing concern about the national economy, co-opsare creating jobs,
incomeand opportunity intheir communitieseveryday. For co-opsitisamore personal
beinginvolved with thoseweliveand play with everyday in our communities. Through
contributionsand volunteerism, co-ops support local causesranging from educationtothe
environment. Wea soinvest in new community businesses.

Big Country Electric Co-op made adonation to the Hermleigh School District for much
needed play ground equi pment in the month of September. BCEC a so purchased apodium
for the Roby High School auditorium. Stamford public schools saw agenerous donation for
therenovation of thegymnasium and a so their football field. The Snyder baseball program
has al so benefited from the donation of |abor for lighting of thefield at their baseball park.

Pleasejoin Big Country Electric Co-opin
cel ebrating co-op month on October
13,2006 at one of thethree offices|ocated
in Roby, Snyder or Stamford.
Refreshmentswill be served alongwithan
gppreciaiongift for all our member/owners
and afreebrightly colored safety Trick or
Treat bag for thechildren.

Big Country Electric Cooperative P.O Box 518 Roby, Texas 79543
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WHY VOTE?
Did you know?
Severa of our satesincluding California, Idaho, Oregon, Texasand Washington became states
by just ONE vote?
In 1948, Lyndon B. Johnson, our 36" president, becameaU.S. senator by aONE vote
margin?
If Thomas E. Dewey had gotten ONE vote more per precinct in Ohio and California, the
presidential election of 1948 would have been thrown to the U.S. House of Representatives,
where Dewey enjoyed more support than hisriva, incumbent Harry S. Truman. Dewey was
expected to winthegeneral election by alanddlide, so most of the Republicans stayed home.
Only 51.5 percent of the electorate voted in 1948 and Truman defeated Dewey.
....Becauseitisyour fundamental right asan American and your voicein how your government
works, by voting your participation determineswho will represent you inyour community, state
and your country.
Asdefrombeing ableto register at your local e ection officeyou may a so register by mail,
when obtain or renew adriverslicense or when you apply for or arerecertified for public
ass stanceand in agencies serving peoplewith disabilities.
Many civic organizationsand political parties sponsor registration drivesat collegesand
universities, shopping malls, work sites, fairs, and other community events.
Inthelast presidentia electionin 2000, 51.3 percent of
thevoting age popul ation turned out to vote.
Why don’t moreAmericansregister and vote? They
don’t think their ONE votewill makeadifference. If
everyonethought that way the course of history may
have been completdly different.

AEIRICNE RISCTRIC CEIPIRAT TGS

Wakls

Roby: (325) 776- 2244 Shyder: (325) 573-3161 Sanfiord: (325) 773-3684 wwwv bi gcount ry. coop



DON'T PASSONYOURDUTY TOYOUR COUNTRY
AND COMMUNITY TOVOTE!

EARLY VOTING BEGINSMONDAY, OCTOBER 23
ELECTION DAY ISTUESDAY,NOVEMBER 7

Thisfal, Texanswill once again gotothepollsto eect statewide
officiads, membersof the TexasL egidature, theU.S. Congress,
and numerouslocd publicofficids.

Theboard of directors, management and employeesof Big Country Electric Cooperative
urgeyou tojoin the many thousands of electric cooperative supportersacross Texasand
acrossAmericain participating in the November e ections by supporting the candidates of
your choice.

Themost basic way to participateistovote. Plainand ssimple. But it’'snot just theact of
voting —it’sabout casting an informed votefor the best person to represent you, your
family, your community and your cooperative.

Thepolitical action committeefor supportersof electric cooperativesin TexasisRural
Friendsof Electric Cooperatives. Our national affiliateisthe Action Committeefor
Rural Electrification (ACRE). Thereare many thingsto consider in deciding who
deservesyour vote, but support on issuesimportant to cooperatives and the communities
we serveistheoneheld highest by Rural Friends/ACRE.

Supporting candidateswho understand the uniquerol e cooperativesplay isvital to our
continued success. Electric cooperativesexist because no oneelsewaswilling to provide
el ectric serviceto our homesand communitiessowedid it ourselves—together. 1t took
serious participationinthe political processto makethat happen.
Today, asinthe past, decisionsby el ected officia saffect our ability to provideyou, our
member-owners, with reliableand affordabl e e ectricity and to support our local
communitiesinother vita ways.

AstheRural Friends/ACRE bylaws state, weall “ have a duty to preserve and foster the
good that electric cooper atives accomplish by actively participating in the political
process.” Enoughsaid.

YOUR COOP
EMPLOYEES

(Paul Jones)
(Pete Anders)

Thismonth Big Country Electric Cooperativefeaturestwo dedicated and loyal
employees. Rain or shine, day or night they can be counted onto keep thelightson.

Gordon (Pete) Andershired on at Stamford Electric Cooperative on January 23, 1979.
Starting out on aservicetruck helearned theinsand outsof linework from
experienced lineman. He advanced to apprentice lineman and worked on construction
crewsand now isafirst classlineman at the Stamford division of Big Country Electric
Coop. Petelovesto ride hismotorcyclewhen heisnot climbing poles. Heand hiswife
Lindahave been married 28 yearsand they have two daughtersand two
granddaughters. Pete says meeting peopleout in thefield and hanging out with his
friends/ coworkersare hisfavorite part of hisjob.

Paul Jones, Snyder District Operations Supervisor, began hiscareer at Midwest
Electric Co-opAugust 1, 1979. Paul started out asagroundman and was soon training
towork hot linesfrom an aeria device. Hehasbeen afirst classlinemanfor 17 years.
Paul likesto fish and hunt when heisnot tending to histhree daughters. Heand hiswife
Ginaandthegirlsresidein Snyder. They attend First United M ethodist Church where
Paul isChairman of the Trustees.

Knowingwhat isexpected of them, empl oyees such asthese arewhat Big Country
Electric Cooperativeisal about. Involved intheir communitiesand raising families
alongside our member/owners, we at BCEC are proud to be associated with these
menwecall our friendsand co-workers.




